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CHENNAI: Congress party men in Tamil Nadu are a 
relieved lot. The khadi dhoti- wearing worthies in 
the Dravidian hinterland were worried till last week 
that the DMK might turn its back on them in 2019. So 
much so that some Congress seniors were repeatedly 
enquiring about the DMK’s stand by establishing 
contacts with their friends in the Dravidian major.

A few desperate Congress functionaries were exploring 
the possibility of reviving contacts with their old friends 
in the AIADMK factions too. Needless to say, the DMK had 
also contributed to their fears by intermittently floating 
rumours about select members of the DMK first family 
sharing good rapport with BJP leaders. A photograph of 
senior BJP leader Subramanian Swamy and DMK working 
president MK Stalin seated together in a recent wedding 
not only increased the excitement quotient of the issue but 
also gave jitters to some anxious Congress leaders. For 
their part, the Congress also began hinting in the media 
about it preparing to snap ties with DMK. Remarkably, the 
hide and seek ended and Congress fears were allayed by 
Stalin who had categorically stated that he would have no 
truck with the BJP. An assertive Stalin even said the past 
alliance with BJP was a mistake. An uncertain DMK all of 
a sudden turned belligerent and started attacking BJP like 
never before.  Congress party men who were criticising 
the state party leadership for being extraordinarily warm 
to the DMK  despite the Dravidian major not responding 
affirmatively to its overtures have  turned silent after  
Stalin’s assurance.   
                                                              — K Karthikeyan, Chennai

When Congress got worried 
over ‘shifting loyalties’

 ASWINI: Do not try to solve 
problems through 
confrontation. There are other 

means available to settle them. Do not 
blame others for your faults.  

 BARANI: Some might face 
troubles in office. There may 
be difficulties in getting the 

long-awaited transfer order. It is 
advisable to avoid arguments with 
superiors. Caution needs to be 
exercised while entering into any 
transactions.

 KARTHIGAI: It is advisable to 
take up and finish long 
pending commitments as soon 

as possible. Once they are fulfilled, 
you will stand to be benefitted. 

 ROHINI: Be careful during your 
official trips. Some might face 
trouble in their work. Always 

keep a track of your commitments.  
Couples are advised to share 
happiness and solve pressing matters 
amicably.  

 MIRUGASEERSHAM: Helping 
others will bring happiness 
and appreciation to you. 

Neighbours will be supportive to your 
family. Whatever task you do today 
will be a success. 

 THIRUVATHIRAI: Be firm in 
your decisions. It is advisable 
to help others in their distress.  

Financial trouble is foreseen in 
general.  Be careful about your 
expenditures.  

 PUNARPOOSAM: Put your 
complete focus on the work or 
business you are doing. 

Undesirable pressure might be 
imposed by new friends at work 
place. 

 POOSAM: A day of happiness 
would prevail without any 
hindrance. A perfect day to 

build your family bonding. A 
long-distance call might help you to 
seal relationship with a friend or 
relative.  

 AAYILYAM: Do not let 
comments by other persons 
distract you. They might only 

waste your time. Spontaneous 
decision making and actions might 
bring success in all your deals today.  

 MAGAM: Some might face 
unforeseen family expenses. 
Businessmen are advised to 

save the money accrued through their 
successful investments. 

 POORAM: Relax your mind 
and make a wise decision. 
Consider all factors involved 

before attempting any task. Please be 
careful while driving. 

 UTHTHIRAM: A hectic day 
with lot of efforts required to 
be put in for completing your 

tasks. All your government dealings 
are to be dealt carefully with proper 
documents.  

 HASTHAM: Day of mixed 
results. While pressure mounts 
workwise, family support will 

be crucial to overcome that stress. 
Sudden changes in your life may be 
expected. 

 CHITHIRAI: Be careful of 
friends who take advantage of 
you. Drive safely. You will take 

satisfaction after completing your 
assignments under pressure situation. 

 SWATHI: Do not be distracted by 
others or unwanted things. Do 
not let any situation to get out of 

hand, while interacting with friends. 

 VISAGAM: It is advisable for 
you to be careful while making 
any transaction.  Consider 

carefully and contemplate all 
consequences of your actions before 
you do something.

 ANUSHAM: Help your spouse 
to resolve family issues. The 
gesture will be crucial and 

much appreciated. Children will 
extend their affection and love to you. 

 KETTAI: Do not skip any meals 
in the day. Finish the work on 
hand as it may bring success. 

Friends would extend their help. A fine 
day when all your decisions go right.  

 MOOLAM: A new person or 
event might make an entry 
into your life. Businessmen 

need to be very careful in their 
dealings.  Long drawn out legal issues 
will be resolved today.   

 POORADAM: Have a positive 
attitude and do not let 
anything hamper your 

activities.  Family bonding is good and 
their support is crucial to manage any 
difficulties that may arise today.

 UTHRADAM: Take a wise 
decision.  You may get good 
news from family members. 

Please be careful while driving.  Be 
prepared to face trouble in work place 
or business.  

 THIRUVONAM: Avoid heated 
exchanges during discussions. 
Stay alert all day.  Beware of a 

friend who might take advantage of 
you for some reason or the other.  

 AVITTAM: All things you have 
planned today would go 
smooth without any troubles 

or hindrance. Some may have an 
opportunity to go on a long-distance 
travel for official purposes. 

 SATHAYAM: Be good to 
others and do charitable deeds 
that help others. You will 

control your expenses and in the 
process, save money. Do not be 
reckless in your actions.  

 PURATAATHI: Some 
misunderstanding would 
prevail in work place. Some 

might face legal troubles. You will 
receive unexpected help from friends, 
relatives, partners for your venture.

 UTHIRATAATHI: You will get 
advice from a known person 
for a better career growth. 

Those intending to visit abroad might 
get visa applications processed. A day 
of total gains in all ways possible.  

 REVATHI: March forward with 
a positive attitude. A friend 
would approach you for 

financial assistance. Be strong in your 
decisions and proceed with daily 
schedule confidently.

A daily forecast by astrological researcher  G Swaminatha 
Sharma, founder of the  blog www.vedastrology.blogspot.in

ASTRO TALK

TODAY’S ALMANAC:  
Date: Monday, February 5, 2018
Yogam: Diruthi Tamil year: Yevilambi
Karanam: Thaithulai Month & day: Thai-23
Rahukalam: 7.30-9.00 am
Yamakantam: 10.30-12.00 noon
Natchatram: Hastham 
Sunrise: 6.38 am Sunset: 6.10 pm
Thithi: Sashti 

REPORTER’S DIARY

CMC IS 100 YEARS YOUNG
Started in 1918, the college, located in Vellore, has gained a reputation among common 

man for its emphasis on training doctors with a humane touch

 THARIAN MATHEW

E
ven as the famed Christian 
Medical College in Vellore 
marks its centenary year, 
the institution looks forward 

to continuing its legacy of providing 
quality medical education and attrac-
ting the best of talents, especially tho-
se having the urge to serve the under-
privileged in the far flung and remote 
corners of the country.

Though the hospital, situated on 
Arcot Road, and the medical college 
at Bagayam are separated by around 
8 kilometres, both are together re-
ferred as CMC. This private, mino-
rity-run educational and research 
institute today includes a network 
of primary, secondary and tertiary 
care hospitals in and around Vellore 
and is considered one of the most res-
pected medical destinations in India 
and internationally. The college itself 
figures in the list of top-ranked medi-
cal colleges in India. 

“However, the college tries to im-
prove and upgrade itself continually, 
as it does not believe in resting on 
its laurels,” said college principal 
Dr Anna Pulimood. From January 
2017, the college has undertaken 
a review of its undergraduate and 
post graduate curriculum. This is 
expected to be completed in about a  
year’s time, she stated.

Similarly, the college is also trying 

to increase its research output by 
adopting various strategies. “There 
are plans to strengthen our human 
resource by enabling juniors to be 
mentored by seniors,” she averred.

Speaking on the same lines, CMC’s 
director Dr JV Peter said, “The focus 
in the coming years 
would be to ensure that 
treatment for patients 
is both relevant and 
contemporary, given 
the fact that medicine 
has made rapid strides 
in the 21st century.” 
CMC’s new unit at Chit-
toor in neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh will 
provide more courses in 
allied health sciences, 
he added.

But Peter’s aim will 
be to bring to fruition 
the ongoing new hospi-
tal project at Kanniga-
puram, 12 kilometres 
from Vellore on the 
Chennai national high-
way taken up at a cost 
of nearly Rs 500 crore. 
Once completed, CMC 
will shift 1700 of its 2700 beds to the 
new and spacious location. The re-
maining 1000 beds on the Arcot road 
campus will be used to primarily 
serve locals.  “The new location will 
have all facilities including staff 

quarters and will not face space con-
straints the present hospital has,” Pe-
ter added. The project is expected to 
be completed in four or five phases in 
around 15 years.

Cherished history: The hospital was 
started by Ida Sophia 
Scudder in 1900 to ensu-
re total medical care for 
women as the then soci-
al and religious taboos 
prevented them from 
being treated by male 
doctors resulting in in-
creasing fatalities.

The present medical 
college was initially 
started as the Union 
Mission Medical School 
in 1918 to train women 
physicians to meet the 
above-mentioned need. 
Scudder had earlier 
started road side dis-
pensaries in rural vil-
lages in 1906, when life 
expectancy was only a 
mere 25 years.  

When the govern-
ment, due to a changed 

policy in 1938, declared that medical 
degrees could be granted only by 
universities, Scudder upgraded her 
medical school to a medical colle-
ge, named as the Christian Medical 
College. It started the MBBS course 

in 1942 after being affiliated to the  
Madras University.

From such a humble beginning, 
the college today offers multiple  
Post Graduate courses. Besides, the in-
stitution also provides 19 allied health  
science programmes at the  
undergraduate and seven at the post  
graduate levels.  Nearly 9000 outpa-
tients visit the hospital daily, while 
the bed occupancy rate of 80.28% 
shows its public patronage.  Howe-
ver, what sets this institution in a 
class by itself are its innovative com-
munity oriented programmes. While 
there is a degree of agitation in some 
quarters over the proposed move to 
make doctors serve in rural areas 
for a specific duration, the practice 
has been in vogue in CMC for nearly  
three decades.   

Medical students compulsorily 
have to participate in a three-week 
residential village programme in 
nearby Kaniyambadi block under the 
COM (community oriented medici-
ne) programme organised by CMC’s 
outreach unit, the Bagayam based 
CHAD (Community Health And  
Development) Hospital. Similarly, 
the institute’s RUHSA (Rural Unit 
for Health and Social Affairs) at KV 
Kuppam, 22 kilometres from Vello-
re, runs a community college offe-
ring various vocational courses for 
local youth, said Rita Isaac, who  
heads RUHSA. 

NOTABLE ALUMNI
Binayak Sen: 
Paediatrician, human 
rights leader and 
recipient of the Jonathan 
Mann award

KA Abraham: 
Interventional cardiologist 
and Padma Shri awardee

Suresh David: Pioneer of 
emergency medicine in 
India

Ajit Varki: Medical 
researcher and Director, 
Glycobiology  
institute, UCSD

Nagarur Gopinath: 
cardiothoracic surgeon 
and Padma Shri awardee

VIP  
VISITORS

Alexander 
Fleming  
founder of 
Penicillin

Jonas Salk, 
founder of  
the first Polio 
vaccine

Presidents  
Rajendra Prasad,  
S Radhakrishnan  
and  
APJ Abdul Kalam

MILESTONES
Establishing India’s  

first college of  
nursing in 1946

The first reconstructive 
surgery on leprosy patients 

in the world in 1948

Creating the first 
Neurological Sciences 

Department in  
South Asia in 1948

Performing the first 
successful open-heart 

surgery in India in 1961

Performing the first 
middle-ear Microsurgery in  

India in 1961

Establishing the first 
Rehabilitation Institute in 

India in 1966

Performing India’s  
first kidney  

transplant in 1971

Performing India’s 
first bone marrow 
transplant in 1986

Performing the first carotid 
bifurcation stenting 

procedure in India in 1996

Performing the first trans-
septal carotid stenting 

procedure in the  
world in 1996

Performing the first trans-
jugular mitral valvuloplasty 

procedure in the  
world in 1996

Performing the first 
successful ABO 

Incompatible Renal 
Transplant in  
India in 2009

Juvenile crimes linked to  
lack of guidance: Activists

CHENNAI: Following the arrest of a 14-year-old 
juvenile boy from Thoothukudi for sexually 
abusing and brutally murdering a six-year-old 
girl, child rights activists expressed concern 
that such incidences, involving teenage boys, 
are on the rise and lack of male role models 
during adolescence has been identified as the 
main cause. 

Andrew Sesuraj M, Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Social Work, Loyola College and Convener, 
Tamil Nadu Child Rights Observatory (TNCRO), 
said that the NCRB data analysis has revealed that 
violence by children and against children is on the 
rise for the last three years. “While we talk about 
protecting the children, it is a cause for concern that 
children themselves are becoming perpetrators. 
One of the main reasons is the easy access to por-
nography content online or through Smartphones. 
In addition, there is no proper orientation to ado-
lescence. There is nobody to speak to the children 
on how to handle the tough situations during this 
critical period. This is one of the key reasons why 
we are seeing a spike in such crimes,” said the child 
rights activist. 

Vidya Reddy of Tulir said that little is being done 
to address this issue. “All interventions are direc-
ted towards the girl children, which are important. 
But, on the other hand, there is nobody to address 
the needs of the boys, who are equally vulnerable 
during their adolescence, in a world that is highly 
sexualised. There are not enough male role models, 
who can help them through their phase. It is a di-

saster waiting to happen, 
with so many young 
boys navigating adoles-
cence without help. In 
addition, the availabi-

lity of technology makes 
it easier to access inappro-

priate content. We 
need more 

male vo-
lunteers, 

to be role 
models to as-

sist adolescent 
boys, during this trying time 
of their life,” she concluded. 

R O U N D  U P

 Easwari Engineering 
College organises tech fest

 Fire destroys govt  
freebies in Tambaram

CHENNAI:  The Department of Computer 
Science, Easwari Engineering College on 
Friday organised Kratos, a national level 
technical symposium.  KM Anandkumar, 
Professor & Head of the Department, 
introduced the Chief Guest KM Suceen-
dran, Global Workforce Management, BFS 
TCS, Chennai.  In his address, Suceendran 
spoke about the importance of agile 
methodology and motivated the students 
to develop knowledge from continuous 
learning. College Principal, K Kathiravan 
congratulated the department for having 
successfully organized the event. 

CHENNAI:  A large number of government 
freebies stored in a school in Government 
Higher Secondary School in Tambaram 
were destroyed in a fire mishap on Sun-
day. Police said that at least 2000 items 
comprising fans, grinders and mixies 
went up in flames. The source of the fire 
is not immediately not known. It may be 
recalled that a similar mishap happened 
in the same facility few months back de-
stroying over 4000 items meant for free 
distribution to the people. 

A special prayer for students, led by 
educationist and renowned preacher 
Paul Dinakaran, was held at MCC 
School in Chetpet on Sunday  

DPR for Chennai Port-Maduravoyal 
elevated road project soon

 LENIN R

CHENNAI: After a gap 
of nearly 11 years, the 
National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI) 
is gearing up to take up 
half-finished elevated 
four-lane corridor pro-
ject from Chennai Port 
to Maduravoyal. 

In its first step, the NHAI, 
with the help of state go-
vernment, will soon acqui-
re lands along the Cooum 
river where several pillars 
have already come up. Fu-
rther, officials told DTNext 
they will complete Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) in 
the next couple of months, 
after which construction 
works are expected to be 
taken up. 

According to officials, 
the long pending project 

faced many hurdles, in-
cluding non-availability of 
environmental clearance 
certificate and opposition 
from environmentalists. 
The state government den-
ied issuing environmental 
clearance certificate, as 
the route along the Cooum 
river was deemed to affect 
ecology. This led NHAI to 
shelve the project.

But the project is now 
being revived by NHAI. 
“We have to handle hur-
dles like land acquisiti-
on carefully, as we need 
to construct new pillars 
and demolish many pil-
lars, which pass along 
the Cooum. We have also 
received communication 
from Tamil Nadu Slum 
Clearance Board (TNSCB) 
regarding encroachment 
along the Cooum river 
and we will approach the 

Port officials to allot cer-
tain amount to the TNSCB 
to pay for rehabilitation 
works after removing en-
croachment near Cooum 
river,” said a senior NHAI 
engineer.  Speaking to DT-
Next, Pon Radhakrishnan, 
Union Minister of State for 
Road Transport and High-
ways and Shipping, said, 
“We will start land acquisi-
tion and subsequently take 
up works after the DPR is 
completed. Moreover, we 
have instructed concerned 
officials to accelerate DPR 
and communicate the de-
tails to the ministry.” 

When asked about any 
change in the estimated 
project cost, the minister 
replied everything will be 
known soon and that it will 
take at least three to four 
months to start constructi-
on work.

FACT FILE
Project sanctioned in 2007

Estimation cost

Elevated Expressway 
starts from Chennai 
Port and ends in 
Maduravoyal inter-
change1,800 crore

Foundation laid in 2009

There is nobody to 
address the needs of the 

boys, who are equally 
vulnerable during their 

adolescence, in a world 
that is highly sexualised 

Vidya Reddy


